depressing effect on the heart, less often causes nausea and vomiting, and is probably safer in large doses; 4 mgm. have been given without ill-effect, though in other cases the same dose has caused severe diarrhcea and cardiac and respiratory distress. The disadvantage is its expense, the price of an ampoule containing 05 mgm. of the drug, being ninepence.
Dr. P. HAMILL: Whatever may be the mechanism of the weakness and fatigability of -the muscles in myasthenia gravis, physostigmine, and its ally, prostigmin, overcome it. The resulting voluntary movements are normal in type. If it is the case that nervous impulses set free acetylcholine-or some analogous substance at the nerve-endings, and that in myasthenia the supply is deficient, physostigmine, by delaying its destruction, would compensate for the lack.
On this hypothesis, defective innervation, whether resulting from some disability of the anterior-horn cells or impaired conduction of nerve-fibres, as in neuritis, should also be corrected by injection of physostigmine and prostigmin. This appears to be the case, the drugs having been used in cases of peripheral neuritis and in spinal-cord lesions with beneficial results. Muscular power is increased. As additions to massage in such cases, the drugs may help in maintaining nutrition of the paralysed muscles and thus accelerate their recovery. The economic aspects are important. A wide field of usefulness in neuromuscular disorders is -thus opened and is now being studied; the results will be communicated at a later date.
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